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To Whom lt May Concern

On behalf of the Sierra Unified School District and Governing Board, I am writing today to urge a change
in guidance mandating masks for students and staff in public schools. Sierra Unified is a 1,22S-student
K-12 school district in the foothills just outside Fresno. Our rural district covers 2,200 square miles and
serves the students of our diverse mountain community. Our geography and size make us unique in
Fresno County. For this, and several other reasons, we make this request. lncluded herein is a
resolution passed by the members of the Sierra Unified Schools Board of Trustees outlining our
rationale in advocating for family choice when it comes to masking in schools.

Our district endured not only the pandemic in 2020, but also the Creek Fire, one of the largest wildfires
in the nation's history. ln September of 2020, during a peak in the pandemic 80% of our students were
displaced from their homes. Families across the mountain were devastated by the fire, with a significant
number losing their homes entirely while others were left with returning to homes in the midst of
ashes. Despite that challenge we were one of very few districts in the state who mustered the
determination and cooperation to open our doors for students grades TK-12, full-time, five days a week
at the end of October 2020.

Throughout this pandemic, we have tried our best to implement CDPH guidance to slow the
spread of the virus. When it was necessary, due to high infection rate, we closed briefly. When open,
we closely monitored and followed the guidance and had an extremely low infection rate in our school
district. At this point, with numbers of vaccinated individuals climbing constantly, and particularly
because young children are not as susceptible to infection or transmission, it seems counter-intuitive to
require ongoing masking. Additionally, for many of our families the lack of self-determination reflected in
this mandate is a trigger for trauma response related to the impact of the Creek Fire crisis.

Our district supports the practice to encourage mask wearing and following reasonable mitigating
factors. The issue at hand is the mandatory nature of the mask guidance. Allowing students and
families to make a personal decision related to masking is in the best educational interest of our
community. For this, and the other reasons detailed in the attached resolution we
respectfully request that you change the guidance.

Thank you for your time and attention to this request. We look fonuard to hearing from you related to
this matter.

Respectfully submitted,
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Superintendent, Sierra Unified School District

Governing Board: Janet Bill ' Cortney Burke' Jeremiah Gilbert' James Hoak' Ben Kimbler' Lauri King ' Connie Schlaefer

29143 Auberry Road ' Prather, CA 93651 ' 559-855-3662


